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SPAlilSE  OUIOI:  SHIKIEI.'TS 
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Shipments  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  "be- 
ginning of  the  season  up  to  January  4,  1928 ,  a'.iounted  to  3,473  cases, 
234,549  half-cases,  and  581,469  crates,  according  to  a  cable  received 
in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards 
at  Valencia,  Spain.    These  shipments  are  equivalent  to  722,000  bushels 
as  compared  with  989,000  "bushels  during  the  corresponding  period  last 
year. 

Of  this  season's  shipments,  3,473  cases,  230,760  half-cases, 
and  561,284  crates  vrere  reported  as  having  "been  shipped  to  the  Amer- 
ican market  prior  to  December  20,  1927.     Subsequent  shipments  consisted 
of  3,600  half-cases  and  11,354  crates  on  the  steamship  "Isarco"  ,  sched- 
uled to  arrive  in  New  York  on  January  12,  and  199  half-cases  and  8,831 
crates  on  the  "lianuel  .Irms11 ,  also  due  on  January  12. 

Quotations  on  Spanish  onions  at  the  T^resent  tine  range  around 
31.10  Der  crate  of  38-s  pounds,  cif.  ITer;  York,  states  Consul  Edwards, 
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Shipments  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the 
beginning  of  the  season  up  to  January  20  amounted  to  3,943  cases, 
244,232  half-cases  and  603,735  crates,  according  to  cables  received 
in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S. Edwards 
at  Valencia,  Snain.    These  shipments  are  eauivalent  to  757,000  bushels 
as  conpared  with  1,062,000  bushels  during  the  corresponding  -period 
last  year. 

Of  this  season's  shipments-,  3,473  cases,  234,549  half-cases 
and  581,469  crates  "ere  reported  as  having  been  shipped  to  the  Amer- 
ican market  prior  to  January  5,  1923.     Subsequent  shipments  consisted 
of  470  cases,  4,102  half-cases  and  5,933  crates  scheduled  to  arrive 
in  New  York  on  board  the  steamer  " Sangus"  on  February  1;  2,953  half- 
cases  and  10,777  crates  on  board  the  steamer  " Sinsina^'a"  ,  also 
scheduled  to  arrive  on  February  1;  and  2,693  half-cases  and  5,506 
crates  on  board  the  steamer  "  Carnia" ,  due  in  ilev;  York  on  February  2. 

Quotations  on  Spanish  onions  at  the  present  time  range  around 
$1.10  per  crate  f)f  38^-  -pounds,  c.i.f,.Uew  York,  states  Consul  Edwards* 
The  shinning  season  is  nov;  drawing  to  a  close. 
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FOHEIGN  HEWS  ON  OHIOHS 


EGYPTIAN  ONI  PIT  SHIPjMTS  TO  THE  TOTCggD  STATES 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  beginning 
of  the  season  to  February  25,  1928,  amounted  to  1,397  bags  of  112  pounds 
each,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
from  Consul  Raymond  K.  Geist  at  Alexandria.     Shipments  to  the  United  States 
lsst  season  did  not  begin  until  March  2,  1927,  v;hen  2,025  bags  of  onions 
were  consigned  to  New  York  on  board  the  steamship  "President  Harrison" . 

Of  the  current  season's  shipments,  317  bags  have  already  arrived  on 
board  the  "President  Harrison",  117  bags  having  been  discharged  at  3ostcn 
and  200  bags  at  Hew  York.     Other  consignments  are  scheduled  to  arrive  as 
folios; 

Steamship  3oston  ITev  York  Due 

Bags  Bags 
Laurent ic  -  470  New  York  March  3 

Portuguese  Prince  210  400  Boston    March  1^ 

Previous  shipments  117  200 

Total  to  date  327  1,070 

The  1928  crop  of  export  onions  in  Egypt  is  estimated  unofficially  at 
4,000,000  bags.     The  crop  last  year  was  between  2,500,000  and  3,000,000  bags- 
Prices  quoted  to  l'a^  York  this  year  have  been  ground  ?3  15  per  bag  c.i.f.  At 
the  beg  nning  of  the  season  last  year  the  export  onions  ''"ere  quoted  at  from 
$2.45  to  32,65  per  bag  c.i.f.  He'"  York.     Present  shipments  from  the  interior 
to  the  Gabbary  export  station  in  Alexandria  are  approximately  30,000  bags  a 
day. 
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EGYPTIAN  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  "begin- 
ning of  the  season  up  to  March  7,  1923  amounted  to  23,902  bags  of  112 
pounds  each,  according  to  cables  received  by  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  H.  Geist  at  Alex- 
andria.    Shipments  to  the  United  States  last  season  did  not  begin  until 
March  2,  1927,  when  2,025  bags  of  onions  were  consigned  to  Her7  York  on 
board  the  steamshit)  "President  Harrison". 

Of  the  quantities  shipped  thus  far  this  season  327  bags  for  3oston 
and  1,070  bags  for  New  York  were  shipped  previous  to  February  25.  Subse- 
quent shipments  consisted  of  22,505  bags  on  board  the  steamship  "Coeur  d1 
Alene" ,  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Boston  on  March  30.     Of  the  latter  consign- 
ment, 12,255  bags  are  intended  for  Boston  and  10,250  for  Her  York. 

Quotations  c.i.f.  Boston  or  New  York  are  now  ranging  from  S2.92  to 
$3.41  per  bag  as  compared  with  §2.45  to  $2.65  per  bag  two  weeks  ago,  and 
from  $2.43  to  $2.63  one  year  ago. 
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EGYBTIAN  OITIOIT  SHIPMENTS 


TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  ^States  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season  up  to  March  14,  1928,  amounted  to '60,611  bags  of  112 
pounds  each,  according  to  cables  received  by  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  H.  G-eist  at  Alex- 
andria.    Shipments  to  the  United  States  last  season  did  not  begin  until 
March  2,  1927,  when  2,025  bags  of  onions  v;ere  consigned  to  New  York,  ar- 
riving on  board  the  "President  Harrison"  during  the  last  v-eek  of  March. 

Of  the  quantities  shipped,  thus  far  this  season,  18,445  bags  have 
been  consigned  to  Boston  and  42,166  bags  to  Ne^  York.     Of  these  amounts, 
23,902  bags  "^ere  shipped  to  the  United  States  previous  to  March  7.  Sub- 
sequent shipments  consisted  of  36,709  bags  on  board  the  steamer  "River 
Delaware"  ,  scheduled  to  arrive  in  New  York  on  April  1,  where  it  '"ill 
discharge  30,846  bags.    The  balance  of  5,863  bags  is  being  consigned  to 
Bostjon,,  x    •       : .     "  *     -  <  ■ 

Quotations  c.i.f.  Boston  and  New  York  are  averaging  approximately 
S3 .41  per  bag  as  compared  with  a  range  of  from  S2.92  to  S3. 41  a  week  ago, 
and  S2.43  to  S2.68  a  year  ago.     The  exoort  demand  for  onions  in  Alexandria 
is  strong,  states  Consul  3-eist.  . 


AS 

TJNIEED  STATES  DEPAKTIIENT  0?  AGHICUIffUEE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 

E.S.  March  23,  1928. 

0-81 

fohci G3.T  news  c:t  onions 


SJfTTI^T  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  TJ1TITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  beginning 
of  the  season  up  to  March  22,  1923  amounted  to  77,156  bags  of  112  pounds 
each,  acc  irding  to  cables  received  by  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  3ureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  iron  Consul  Raymond  K.  J-eist  at  Alexandria.  Ship- 
ments to  the  American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  1926-27  season  uio  to 
March  22,  1927,  inclusive,  amounted  to  65,265  bags. 

Of  the  Quantities  shipped  thus  far  this  season,  28,570  bags  have 
been  consigned  to  Boston  and  43,566  bags  to  Ne^  York.     Of  these  totals, 
60,611  bags  were  reported  as  having  been  shipped  -orior  to  March  14,  1925. 
Subsequent  shipments  consisted  of  16,525  bags  on  board  the  steamer  "31oem- 
f ostein" ,  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Boston  on  April  15,  where  10,125  bags  will 
be  discharged.    The  balance  of  6,400  bags  is  being  consigned  to  New  York. 

Quotations  c.  i.  f.  3oston  and  New  York  are  averaging  approximately 
?3.65  oer  bag  as  compared  with  $3.41  ner  bag  a  reek  =go  and  $2.80  on  March 
22,  1927.  The  demand  for  onions  in  the  exnort  market  at  Alexandria  is  ex- 
cent  ional,  states  Consul  Geist. 
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E03EIG-N  NEWS  Oil  ONI 01IS 


EGYPTIAN  PIT  I  OK  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season  up  to  March  27,  1938,  amounted  to  92,736  bags  of 
113  pounds  each,  according  to  cables  received  by  the  Foreign  Service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Haynond  K.  Geist  at 
Alexandria.     Shipments  to  the  American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the 
1925-27  season  up  to  "'arch  ol,  1927,  inclusive,  amounted  to  95,084  bags. 

Of  the  quantities  shinned  thus  far  this  season,  28,570  bags  have 
been  c  unsigned  to  Boston  and  64,166  bags  to  New  York.     Of  these  totals, 
77,136  bags  were  reported  as  having  been  shipped  prior  to  March  23, 
1928.     Subsequent  shipments  consisted  of  15,600  bags  °n  board  the  steam- 
ship "Adriatic"  ,  scheduled  to  arrive  in  lie"  York  on  April  11. 

Quotations  in  Alexandria  c.i.f.  Boston  and  New  York  are  averaging 
approximately  $3.16  per  bag,  the  sane  as  last  "nek,  states  Consul  Geist. 
American  importers,  hot/ever,  are   offering  only  sJ2.63  per  bag. 
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EGYPTIAN  ONION  SHIBgNTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season  up  to  March  20,  1928,  amounted  to  123,083  bags  of 
112  pounds  each,  according  to  cables  received  by  the  Foreign  Service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  E.  Geist  at 
Alexandria.     Shipments  to  the  American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the 
1926-27  season  up  to  March  31,  1927,  inclusive,  amounted  to  95,084  bags. 

Of  the  quantities  shinned  thus  far  this  season,  41,370  bags  have 
been  consigned  to  Boston  and  81,718  bags  to  New  York.     Of  these  totals, 
92,736  bags  ^ere  renor&ed  as  having  been  shinned  prior  to  March  28,  1928 
Subsequent  shipments  consisted  of  30,352  bags  on  board  the  steamship 
"Claracanus"  ,  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Boston  on  April  17,  where  12,800 
bags  will  be  discharged.     The  balance  of  17,552  bags  is  being  consigned 
to  New  York. 


Quotations  in  Alexandria  c.i.f.  Bostch  and  New  York  are  averaging 


clining  due  to  the  heavy  arrivals  from  the  interior,  states  Consul  Geist 


approximately  $2.92  per  bag,  as  against  S3. 16  last  week.    Prices  are  de- 
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F0REIG1T  NEUS  017  01TI01TS 


EGYPTIAN  OIIIOIT  SHIPHEIiTS  TO  THE  UIIITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  "between 
March  30,  1928  and  April  6,  1928  amountpd  to  4,650  bags  of  112 
■pounds  each,  according  to  cables  received  by  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  H. 
Geist  at  Alexandria.     These  shipments  were  made  on  the  steamshin 
"Zeriba" ,  due  in  wew  York  on  April  17  with  3,750  bags,  and  on 
the  steamship  "President  Hayes",  due  in  Boston  on  Aoril  20  with 
900  bags. 

Total  shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  American  market 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  April  6  amounted  to  127,738 
bags,  of  which  42,270  bags  have  been  consigned  to  3oston  and  85,468 
bags  to  New  York.     Shipments  to  the  American  market  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  1926-27  season  up  t o  April  3,   1927  amounted  to 
117,784  bags. 
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EGYPTIAN  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  between 
April  6,  1928  and  April  9,  1928  amounted  to  7,638  begs  of  112 
pounds  each,  according  to  cables  received  by  the  Jo reign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econonics  from  Consul  Raymond  H. 
Geist  at  Alexandria.    These  shipments  were  made  on  the  steamship 
"The  Lambs"  due  in  Boston  on  April  2^  with  4,888  bags  for  Boston 
and  1.250  bags  for  Hex?  York;  and  on  the  steamship  "Belgenland"  , 
due  in  Hew  York  on  April  30  with  1,500  bags. 

Total  shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  American  market 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  April  9  amounted  to  135,376 
bags,  of  which  47,158  bags  have  been  consigned  to  3oston  and  88,218 
bags  to  New  York.     Shipments  to  the  American  market  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  1926-27  season  up  to  A^ril  11,  1927  amounted  to  152,911 
bags . 

Quotations  in  Alexandria  c.i.f.  3oston  and  New  York  are  averag- 
ing approximately  $2.68  per  bag,  as  against  S2.92  iast  reek.  These 
prices  do  not  include  the  duty  of  SI. 12  per  bag.     The  demand  from 
America  is  diminishing,  states  Consul  Geist. 
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EGYPTIAIT  027IGIT  SHIK'ZITTS  TO  THE  UITITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  Sfeyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  between 
April  10,  1928  and  Arril  19,  1928  amounted  to  9,949  bags  of  112 
pounds  each,  according  to  a  cable  received  by  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  H. 
Seist  at  Alexandria.     These  shipments  '"ere  made  on  the  steamship 
"River  Orontes"  ,  due  in  3oston  on  Hay  3,  ''"'here  7,205  bags  are  to 
be  discharged.     The  balance  of  2,744  bags  is  being  consigned  to  Hew 
York. 

Total  shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  American  market 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  Auril  19  amounted  to  145,325 
bags,  of  which  54,363  bags  have  been  consigned  to  Boston  and  90,962 
bags  to  ITev:  York.  Shipments  to  the  jinerican  market  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  1926-27  season  up  to  April  20,  1927  amounted  to  209,261 
bags. 

Average  quotations  in  Alexandria  c.i.f.  Boston  and  ITew  York 
range  from  S2.68  to  S2.92  uer  bag.     These  prices  do  not  include  the 
duty  of  SI. 12  ner  bag.     The  demand  from  America  is  weak,  states 
Consul  Geist. 
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EGYPTIAN  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Shipments  of  onions  from  Alexandria  to  the  United  States  on  "board 
the  steauer  "Carenco",  due  in  Boston  on  May  22,  represent  the  largest 
single  shipment  made  this  season,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond 
H.  Geist  at  Alexandria.     This  consignment  consists  of  72,850  bags  of 
which  34,850  bags  are  to  be  discharged  in  Boston.     Of  the  balance  36,640 
bags  are  being  consigned  to  New  York  and  1,360  hags  optional.     The  demand 
from  America  is  improving,  states  Consul  Geist.    The  average  price  c.i.f. 
New  York  at  the  present  time  is  around  $2.43  per  hag,  not  including  the 
duty. 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  beginning 
of  the  season  up  to  May  2,  1928  amounted  to  225,287  "bags  of  112  pounds  each. 
Shipments  during  the  corresponding  period  last  season  amounted  to  280,666 
bags. 

The  following  table  gives  shipments  from  Alexandria  to  the  United 
States  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  May  2t  1928: 

Shipment  of  Sgyntian  Onions  to  the  United  States 
(From  beginning  of  1928  season  up  to  May  2) 


Steamshiio  Boston  :        New  York  Total 


:  Bags  Bags  '•  Bags 

•  *  * 

President  Harrison  117  :  200  :  317 

Laurent  ic   ;    ;  470  :  470 

Portuguese  Prince  :  210  i  400  ;  610 

Coeur  D1  Alene  :  12,255  :  10,250  :  22,505 

River  Delaware   :  5,863  :  30,846  :  36,709 

Bloemfontein   :  10,125  ;  6,400  :  16,525 

Adriatic   :    :  15,600  :  15,600 

Claracamus   :  12,800  :  17,552  :  30,352 

Zeriba  :    :  3,750  :  3,750 

President  Hayes  :  900  :    :  900 

River  Orontes   5  7,205  :  12,344  :  19,549 

President  Adams   :  700  :  4,450  5  5,150 

Carenco   :  34.850  !  56,640  :  72.850  a/ 

Total  to  date   :  85,025  :  138,902  :  225,287 


a/  1,360  bags  optional. 
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EGYPT LAIT  OHIOIT  SHIF-ISTTS  TO  THE  UUITE3  STATES 


Shipments  of  onions  from  Alexandria  to  the  United  States  from  May  4 
to  May  15  amounted  to  7,141  hags  or.  board  the  steamer  "President  Garfield" 
due  in  ITe^  York  on  'lay  29,  T7here  5,141  "begs  "ill  "be  discharged,  according 
to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  H.  Geist  at  Alexandria-    The  balance  of 
2,000  hags  is  being  consigned  to  3oston.    Prices  c.i.f.  lie'-  York  at  the 
present  time  range  from  32.19  to  82.92  -per  bag,  not  including  the  duty. 

Shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to  the  United  States  from  the  beginning 
of  the  season  up  to  May  15,  1928  amounted  to  240,000  bags  of  112  -pounds 
e,ach.     Shipments  during  the  corresponding  meriod  last  season  amounted  to 
351,000  bags. 

Shipment  of  Egyptian  Onions  to  the  United  States 
(From  beginning  of  1928  season  ut)  to  May  15) 


Steamship  Boston  New  York  Total 


:  Bags  :  3ags  :  3ags 

President  Harrison  117  :  200  :  317 

Laurent  ic  :    :  470  :  470 

Portuguese  Prince  .  :  210  :  400  \  610 

Coeur  DT  Alene  :  12,255  :  10,250  :  22,505 

River  Delaware   :  5,363  :  30,846  :  36,709 

Bloemfontein   :  10,125  :  6,400  :  16,525 

Adriatic   :    :  15,600  :  15,600 

Claracamus   :  13,800  :  17,552  :  30,352 

Zeriba  :  —  :  3,750  :  3,750 

The  Lambs  :  4,888  :  1,250  :  5,138 

Belgenlaud  :  —  :  1,500  :  1,500 

President  Hayes  :  900  :    :  900 

River  Orontes   :  7,205  :  12,344  :  19,549 

President  Adams  :  700  :  4,450  :  5,150 

Carenco   :  34,850  :  36,640  t  72,850  a/ 

President  Garfield  ...J  2,nQ0  :  5,141  :  7 , 141 

Total  to  date   :  91,913  :  146,793  :  240,066 


.e/  1,360  bags  optional. 
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EGYPTIAN  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UITITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  onions  from  Alexandria  to  the  United  States 
from  May  17  to  May  22,  1928  counted  to  76,703  "bags  of  112  pounds 
each,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  H.  Geist  at 
Alexandria.     These  consignments  were  shipped  on  board  the  steamers 
"Kioto"  and  "Misty  Law", 

The  "Kioto"  is  due  in  Boston  on  June  2  There  21,250  bags 
are  to  be  unloaded.    The  "balance  of  13,500  bags  will  be  shipped 
to  New  York.    The  "Misty  Law"  is  due  in  New  York  on  June  9,  where 
25,680  hags  are  to  he  discharged,  the  balance  of  16,273  "bags  "being 
consigned  to  Boston. 

These  consignments  bring  the  total  shipments  of  Egyptian 
onions  to  the  American  market  thus  far  this  season  up  to  c 17,000 
"bags  as  compared  with  417,000  bags  during  the  corresponding  period 
last  season. 
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SFAITISH  0ITIQ17  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 


The  first  shipment  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  American  market  for 
the  1923-28  season  will  arrive  in  New  York  on  June  7  on  "board  the 
steamer  "Manuel  Arnus"  ,  carrying  42  cases,  151  half-cases,  and  18,647 
crates,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at 
Valencia.    A  further  shipment  on  the  steamer  "Saucon",  arriving  in  Hew 
York  on  June  30,  consists  of  240  cases,  4,189  half  cases  and  10,352 
crates.    Quotations  c.i.f.  New  York  at  present  are  SI. 00  per  crate  of 
38^  pounds  net. 

The  aggregate  shipment  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  American  market 
from  the  beginning  of  the  1928-29  season  up  to  I  lay  31  therefore  amounts 
to  232  cases,  4,340  half  cases  and  28,999  crates,  or  approximately  28,000 
"bushels.     Shipments  from  the  "beginning  of  the  season  last  year  up  to  June 
4,  1927,  amounted  to  171  cases,  5,473  half  cases  and  9,317  crates,  or 
approximately  11,600  "bushels. 
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EGYPTIAN  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  onions  from  Alexandria  to  the  United  States 
from  May  22  to  June  4,  1928  amounted  to  9,126  bags  of  112  pounds 
each,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Raymond  H.  Geist  at 
Alexandria. 

This  consignment  was  shipped  on  board  the  steamer  "West  Carn- 
ifax"  due  in  Boston  on  June  20,  nhere  4,  199  bags  are  to  be  discharg- 
ed.    The  balance  of  4,927  bags  will  be  shipped  to  New  York. 

With  this  consignment  total  shipments  of  Egyptian  onions  to 
the  American  market  for  the  current  season  amount  to  326,000  bags. 
Shipments  from  the  beginning  of  1927  up  to  June  6  inclusive,  amount- 
ed to  541,000  bags. 
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UNITED  ST  AT  3  S  IMPORT  IN  ONIONS 


American  importation  of  foreign  onions,  a  growing  trade  before  the 
war,  has  reached  new  high  levels  in  the  past  three  or  four  years.  Inports 
during  1927  amounted  to  2,116,000  "bushels  as  conparpd  with  an  annual  aver- 
age of  1,794,000  bushels  during  the  five  years  1922-26  and  an  average  of 
1,176,000  "bushels  annually  during  the  five  years  1910-14.    These  inports 
come  from  fifteen  or  twenty  foreign  countries  but  mostly  from  Spain,  Sgypt, 
Chile  and  Italy  which  in  1927  supplied  over  92  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Types  of  onions  £;rown  in  the  United  States 

According  to  types  produced  the  onions  grown  in  the  United  States 
are  sometimes  classified  as  northern  or  strong,  domestic  Bermuda  and  do- 
mestic Spanish,     The  northern  or  strong  type,  a  relatively  small  and  glob- 
ular shaped  onion  characterized  by  its  pungency  and  high  flavor,  is  grown 
mainly  in  New  York,  Indiana,  northern  and  central  California,  Massachusetts, 
Ohio,  Michigan  and  Colorado.     Our  own  producers  supply  the  greater  part  of 
the  demand  for  this  type.     Inports  come  mainly  from  Sgypt.    Almost  the  en- 
tire volume  consumed  of  the  Bermuda  type,  a  large,  flat,  round  and  mild 
flavored  onion,  is  supplied  by  Texas  and  southern  California,  buv  minor  im- 
ports are  made  from  Chile,  the  Uest  Indies  and  Mexico.    Until  recently  prac- 
tically the  entire  supply  of  the  Spanish  type,  a  large  globular  shaped^ 
onion,  golden  yellow  in  color  and  mild  flavored,  was  imported;  now  (1927) 
about  half  of  the  supply  is  grown  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast 
States,  mainly  Washington,  Idaho,  Utah,  and  the  Rocky  Ford  district  of 
Colorado.     Of  the  average  commercial  onion  production  in  this  country  dur- 
ing the  3-year  period  1924-26  (19,735,000  bushels)  about  73  per  cent  was  of 
the  northern  or  strong  type,  17  per  cent  Bermuda,  and  5  per  cent  domestic 
Spanish. 

Seasonal  movement  of  supplies 

Domestic  onion  producers  have  to  meet  competition  of  foreign  shippers 
in  the  large  Eastern  markets  throughout  practically  the  entire  year.  Chilean 
onions,  largely  of  the  Bermuda  type,  come  on  the  market  in  February,  March 
and  April.     The  strong  type  Egyptian  onions  come  in  from  March  to  the  end  of 
July.     Spanish  onions  are  imported  from  June  to  the  end  of  March.  Inports 
in  general  are  lowest  from  December  to  March.    They  begin  to  pick  up  in  March 
and  reach  their  peak  in  June  when  inports  from  Sgypt  are  at  their  highest  and 
Spanish  onions  are  beginning  to  arrive  in  large  quantities.     In  regard  to  the 
domestic  onion  crop  the  average  monthly  shipments  of  the  United  States  as  a 
whole  are  lightest  in  May  and  June.     Shipments  begin  to  pick  up  in  July  and 
reach  their  peak  in  September,  October  and  November. 
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Spanish  onions 


Spain  supplies  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  onions  imported  into  the 
United  States-     Imports  from  that  country  during  the  three  seasons  1925-26 
to  1927-28  averaged  1,081,000  "bushels  annually  as  compared  with  an  average 
of  470,000  "bushels  annually  during  the  five  years  1910-14.    Two  varieties 
of  onions  are  grown  for  export  purposes  in  Spain,  the  "babosa"  and  the 
"grano".    The  ""babosa",  an  early  variety,  is  ready  for  shipment  in  May.  It 
is  a  large,  flat  onion,  white  in  color,  rather  strong  in  flavor  and  a  very 
poor  keeper.     Only  relatively  small  quantities  of  this  variety  are  shipped 
to  the  American  market  because  of  its  poor  keeping  dualities.    The  United 
Kingdom,  however,  is  an  important  importer  of  the  "babosa"  variety. 

The  "grano"  onion,  which  constitutes  over  90  per  cent  of  the  Spanish 
onions  imported  into  the  United  States,  is  ready  for  shipment  late  in  July. 
This  onion  is  nearly  spherical  in  shape,  light-yellow  in  color,  mild  flavored 
and  a  very  good  keeper.  Eor  that  reason  large  quantities  are  shipped  to  the 
United  States  annually,  where  it  has  become  very  popular.  These  onions  are 
popularly  known  in  the  United  States  as  Valencia  onions  and  are  produced  in 
the  Provinces  of  Valencia  and  Denia  on  the  east  coast  of  Spain. 

Competition  of  Spanish  onions  with  domestic  stock 

The  domestic  onions  of  the  Spanish  type  grown  in  the  state  of  Washing- 
ton are  marketed  mainly  from  July  through  October.     They  begin  to  reach  the 
market  just  at  the  time  when  the  early  "babosa"  onions  from  Spain  begin  to 
arrive.     The  domestic  Spanish  onion  grown  in  states  other  than  Washington  are, 
as  a  rule,  marketed  from  September  through  January  when  imports  of  the  main 
Spanish  crop,  "grano"  onions,  are  at  their  height.    Relatively  few  domestic 
onions  of  the  Spanish  type  are  shipped  to  the  large  eastern  markets  where  im- 
ported stocks  from  Spain  supply  the  bull:  of  the  demand.    On  the  other  hand, 
imported  Spanish  onions  rarely  reach  the  far  western  and  southwestern  states 
where  the  domestic  supply  t altes  care  of  the  demand.     In  the  Middle  Western 
States,  however,  competition  is  keen  between  domestic  Spanish  and  imported 
Spanish. 

Egypt ian  onions 

Egypt  is  the  next  most  important  supply  for  the  onions  imported  into 
the  United  States.     Imports  during  the  past  three  seasons  1925  to  1927  have 
averaged  approximately  713,000  bushels  annually.    According  to  cables  received 
in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul 
Raymond  H.  Geist  at  Alexandria,  exports  to  the  United  States  thus  far  this 
season  (March  1  to  June  4)  have  amounted  to  326,000  bags  of  112  pounds  each 
as  compared  with  541,000  bags  during  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  A 
bag  contains  somewhat  less  than  two  bushels.     Discrepancies  "between  the  ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  as  reported  by  Consul  Geist  for  last  season  and 
actual  imports  into  the  United  States  as  reported  by  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce may  be  explained  by  diversions  to  other  markets. 

The  two  important  commercial  varieties  grown  in  Egypt  are  the  " Saidi" 
and  the  "3eheiri" .    The  former  is  grown  almost  entirely  in  Upper  Egypt  and 
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constitutes  the  balk  of  the  Egyptian  crop  and  practically  the  entire  ex- 
port crop.     This  onion  is  harvested  in  March  and  .April  and  is  shipped  to 
the  United  States  during  the  months  March-June.     The  "Saidi"  onion  is 
yellowish  or  reddish  "brown  in  color  and  is  tough,  pungent  and  strongly 
flavored.     It  is  particularly  noted  for  its  firmness  and  general  uniform- 
ity of  size  and  color.    The  "BehelriM  onion  is  grown  almost  entirely  in 
Lower  Egypt  and  is  used  largely  for  local  consumption. 

Competition  of  Egyptian  onions  with  domestic  stock 

Egyptian  onions  compete  keenly  with  "both the  early  and  late  varieties 
of  our  domestic  strong  onions.    The  early  domestic  varieties  are  harvested 
in  May,  June  and  July,  and  the  late  varieties  in  August,  September  and  Oct- 
ober.   Most  of  the  late  varieties  are  placed  in  storage  for  from  six  to  nine 
months.     From  August  through  February  when  most  of  the  domestic  strong  onions 
are  shipped  from  centers  of  production,  there  are  pract  ically  no  imports  of 
strong  onions.     In  March,  however,  when  the  quantity  in  storage  is  large, 
imports  begin  to  come  in  from  Egypt. 

Although  Egyptian  onions  are  tougher,  more  pungent,  and  stronger  in 
flavor,  they  closely  resemble  the  domestic  strong  types  and  compete  keenly 
with  stocks  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  Egyptian  season  in  March  have  been 
in  storage  for  six  months  or  more.     In  April  imports  are  much  larger,  and 
competition  between  Egyptian  and  domestic  strong  onions  becomes  keen.  V7ith 
the  exhaustion  of  domestic  storage    stocks  in  April  Egyptian  onions  are  al- 
most the  only  variety  of  strong  onions  available  in  the  Eastern  markets.  The 
early  varieties  of  domestic  strong  onions  arrive  on  the  market  to  some  extent 
in  May  and  in  greater  auantity  in  June  and  July.     Imports  from  Egypt  con- 
tinue until  the  end  of  July,  by  which  time  the  marketing  of  our  early  types 
has  also  been  completed. 

It  happens  that  the  bulk  of  the  domestic  3ermuda  crop  from  -exas,  south- 
ern California  and  Louisiana  comes  on  the  market  in  the  period  between  the  ex- 
haustion of  our  storage  supplies  of  domestic  strong  onions  and  the  arrivals 
Of  the  early  varieties  of  domestic  strong  onions-    Although  Egyptian  onions 
are  not  comparable  with  the  large,  mild  and  sweet  Bermuda  type,     imports  from 
Egypt  doubtless  have  some  effect  on  prices  of  Bermudas. 

Chilean  onions 

Imports  of  Chilean  onions  have  been  increasing  rapidly  in  recent  years, 
amounting  to  about  75,000  bushels  in  1927  as  compared  with  28,000  bushels  in 
1926.     During  February,  March  and  Aprils  the  first  three  months  of  the  current 
Chilean  season,  imports  from  that  country  amounted  to  197,000  bushels.  Chilean 
shippers  endeavor  to  market  their  crop  in  the  United  States  between  the  end 
of  the  Spanish  season  and  the  opening  of  the  Egyptian  season  usually  m  the 
months  of  February  and  March.    These  onions  have  a  very  great  significance 
because  they  are  chiefly  of  the  Bermuda  type  and  reach  the  markets  of  the 
United  States  in  advance  of  the  supply  from  our  own  Bermuda  product  ion  cent ers 
in  Texas  and  southern  California.     There  is  a  possibility  that  in  the  future 
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Chile  will  make  a  very  important  contribution  to  the  supply  of  onions 
available  on  our  markets  in  the  period  between  the  close' of  the  shipping 
season  for  our  fall  onion  crop  of  the  Uorth  and  the  arrival  of  the  Texas 
and  California  crops. 

Price  relationships  between  foreign  and  domestic  onions  a/ 

As  a  rule  the  domestic  Bermuda  onions  sell  at  higher  prices  than 
other  onions,  domestic  or  imported,    The  superior  price  position  of  do- 
mestic Bermudas  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  they  can  be  used  for  more 
purposes,  but  mainly  because  they  come  on  the  market  when  there  is  a  scar- 
city of  other  domestic  types.     They  compete  indirectly  with  strong;  .onions, 
both  domestic  and  imported,  in  the  3ermuda  season,  and  with  the  storage 
supplies  of  imported  Spanish  onions  still  available  on  the  market  at  that 
time.    An  increase  in  the  imports  of  Egyptian  onions  doubtless  tends  to 
cause  some  decline  in  prices  of  Bermudas,  but  competition  between  Bermudas 
and  Egyptian  onions  is  not  direct  because  they  are  of  different  types. 
Bermuda  onions  are  larger,  milder  and  sweeter  than  Egyptian  onions  and  are 
preferred  by  mai>y  consumers. 

Imported  Spanish  onions  in  the  Uew  York  and  Chicago  markets  gener- 
ally sell  at  a  higher  price  than  the  domestic  late  strong  onions,  bat  at 
lower  prices  than  domestic  Bermudas.     It  is  only  in  the  Middle  Western 
States  that  both  domestic  and  imported  Spanish  onions  are  consumed  in  large 
Quantities.     Imported  stocks  predominate  in  the  eastern  markets  and  do- 
mestic stocks  in  the  western  markets.     In  the  central  markets,  however, 
where  competition  between  imported  and  domestic  Spanish  onions  is  always 
keen,  imported  Spanish  command  a  higher  price  than  do  most  of  the  domestic 
Spanish.     Last  season,  however,  Colorado  Spanish  commanded  a  premium  over 
all  others.    The  usual  price  premium  on  imported  Spanish  stock  is  due  large- 
ly to  the  superior  packing  and  grading  of  the  onions  imported  from  Spain. 
An  additional  factor,  however,  is  their  long  established  reputation.  Do- 
mestic Spanish  onions  have  been  available  in  large  auantities  for  only  a 
few  years. 

Onions  imported  from  Egypt  are  usually  higher  in  price  than  the 
domestic  strong  types  because  they  come  on  the  market  at  a  period  when 
stocks  of  domestic  late  strong  onions  are  not  only  low  in  quality  but 
small  in  quantity.     TThen  they  do  encounter  good  domestic  strong  onions 
the  domestic  product  brings  higher  prices-     Egyptian  onions  do  net  com- 
pete directly  with  our  domestic  Bermudas  because,  as  has  been  noted,  they 
are  of  a  different  type  and  are  used  for  different  purposes.  Between 
Egyptian  and  Spanish  onions,  domestic  and  imported,  competition  is  even 
more  remote  than  between  Egyptian  and  domestic  Bermudas,  partly  because 
Egyptian  and  Spanish  are  rarely  used  for  the  same  purposes  and  partly  be- 
cause few  Spanish  onions  are  on  the  market  during  the  season  of  Egyptian 
import  s . 


a/  3ased  on  information  compiled  by  the  United  States  iarilf  Commissi! 
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Centers  of  distribution  for  imported  onions  a/ 


Nev;  York  and  3oston  are  the  chief  centers  of  distribution  for  the 
onions  imported  into  the  United  States.    Hew  York  alone,  however,  receives 
and  distributee  more  than  85  per  cent  of  the  average  imports,  and  Boston 
handles  most  of  the  others.    He-  York,  3oston,  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  Cleve- 
land, Detroit,  Pittsburg,  and  Baltimore  are  the  most  important  consumers  of 
foreign  onions,  each  of  these  markets  taking  considerable  quantities.  Ship- 
ments of  imported  Spanish  onions  rarely  go  farther  west  than  Omaha,  Kansas 
City  and  Chicago,  but  occasionally  a  carload  reaches  Denver.    There  are  no 
imports  from  Spain  at  Pacific  Coast  ports.    Relatively  few  Egyptian  onions 
are  shipped  west  of  Pennsylvania.     The  importers  market  these  foreign  on- 
ions either  directly  or  through  dealers  and  brokers.     In  fact  many  import- 
ers are  also  wholesale  dealers  in  domestic  onions. 

Imports  versus  domestic  production 

Comparing  domestic  production  and  exports  with  imports  foe  consump- 
tion over  a  period  of  years,   it  will  be  seen  that  domestic  producers  supply 
around  90  per  cent  of  the  onions  consumed  in  the  United  States.    'While  to- 
tal import 9  of  onions  are  relatively  small  compared  with  our  own  domestic 
crop,  they  exert  a  considerably  influence  on  prices  in  the  large  Eastern 
markets.    The  principal  costs  involved  in  placing  foreign  onions  on  the 
domestic  market  include  the  tariff  of  1  cent  per  pound  and  a  freight  rate 
to  New  York  of  about  50  cents  per  100  pounds  from  Alexandria,  Egypt;  67 
cents  per  ICO  pounds  from  Valpariso,  Chile,  and  around  50  cents  per  100 
pounds  from  Valencia,  Spain. 

The  following  table  gives  the  domestic  production  and  exports  of 
unions  compared  with  imports  for  consumption  over  a  period  of  years.  It 
will  be  noted  that  exports  are  relatively  small.     Cuba  and  Canada  take  the 
bulk  of  the  exports. 

0UI01JS:    United  States  production,  imports  and  exports 


Year 


1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 


Domestic 
crop 


Bushe  Is 

18,763t00C 
17,306,000 
19,146,000 
19,423,000 
21,011,000 
22,494,000 


Exports 


Bushels 

813,000 
494,000 
684,000 
516,000 
616,000 
477,000 


Per  cent 
export  ed 


4.3 
2.9 
3.6 
2.7 
2.9 
2.1 


Imports  for 
consumption 


Bushels 

1,505,000 
1,957,000 
1,327,000 
2,393,000 
1,741,000 
2,125,000 


Available  supply  b/ 


Total 


Bushels 

19,455,000 
18,769,000 
19,789,000 
21,300,000 
22,136,000 
24,142,000 


'Foreign 

■ D^mest  ic 

:  7.7 

:  92.3 

:  10.4 

:  89.6 

:  6.7 

93.3 

:  11.2  , 

:  88.8 

:    7.9  : 

:  8.8 

91.2 

Based  on  onion  unload  statistics  compiled  by  the  Emits  and  Vegetable 
Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

b/  Estimated  available  supply  is  calculated  by  subtracting  exports  iron 
domestic  production  and  adding  imports  for  consumption. 
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onions: 


Year  and 
month 


Total  imports  into  the  United  State- 


Spain 


1925  . 
January  . 
February 
March  . . . 
April  .  .  . 

May  

June  .... 
July 

August  . . . 
September 
Oct ober  . . 
November  . 
December  . 
Total  .  . 

1926 
January  .  . 
February  . . 
March 

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  .... 
September  . 
October  . . . 
November 
December  . .  : 
Total  , 

1927 
January  . 
February 
March  . . . 
April  . .  . 

May  

June  .... 

July  

August   . . 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 
Total  . 

1928 

J anuary  . 

February 

March  .  .  . 
-_A2_rUL__  . 
Source : 


Bushels    •  Bushe 


Is 


90,089 
56,729 
15,059 
222 

147,301 
179,736 
142,621 
155,472 
176,268 
242,151  : 
_94_J_974  ; 


6,102 
189,447 

59,142 
337,929 

88,001 


i_l.30Q.622  ;  68^631 


107,259  : 

150,832  : 

18,845  :  1,572 
939  :  155,196 
70  :  142,649 

72,544  •  211,421 

69,433  :  23,193 

88,211  : 
177,894  : 
183,083  : 
134,772  : 

92.404  ; 


L  1,096.296  :  539^031 


129,665  : 

126,519  : 
20,956  :  3,682 
:  153,179 
!  266,867 
60  ,  936  :  460,134 
65,344  :  43,320 
95,456  :  2,123 

162,359  : 
79,048  : 

136,852  : 
29  197  : 


906.352  :  929. 505 


75,982 
25,526 


7,526 
109.460 


Italy 


Chile  ;A11  ethers1  Total 


jfoshels  :  Bushels:  Bushels     r  Bushels 


6.54 
4 

4,66S 

1,151 
23 , 958 

4,295 
14,232 

1,521 
49,304 

1,939 


•       -         :  2,7?6 

:  14,897  :  4,866 

:  26,466  :  30,112 

:  35,725  s  18,052 

:     1,220  :  51,582 

859  :  102,291 

:  19,914 

i  7,994 

•      -        :  4,218 

:     -       :  5,364 

!      -        :  11,532 

:  5.987 


101.726   :  "9,117  :  264.658 


I  92,815 
"6,492 

:  78,345 
245,450 
116,612 
589,531 
511,609 
154,910 
173,922 
133 , 155 
302,987 

 102,900 

2,426.724 


2  : 

6,081  : 

115,342 

18  : 

53  : 

2,176  : 

153,079 

439  : 

15,035  : 

3,954  : 

37,825 

7,930  : 

24, 117  : 

1S8 , 132 

2,456  : 

11,652  : 

156,60? 

4,405  : 

2.0S8  : 

24,355  : 

314,7S9 

17,807  ; 

141  : 

115,579 

11,561  : 

4,070  : 

103,842 

15,000  : 

1,860  : 

194,754 

456  : 

1,281  : 

184,825 

11,895  : 

666  ; 

246  : 

147,579 

6,265  ; 

93.66? 

61.561  :  26.228   :     86.154     :  1.809.27P 


3,857 


1,175 


494  : 

129  :  28,575 
39,  914 
:  5,006 
2,184  :  1,541 
6,569  : 
20,889  : 
1,712  : 
218  : 

124  :  - 


1,688 
17,739 
13,649 
10,679 
65,955 
37,919 
2,703 
8,294 
954 
1,050 
5,392 
1.077 


135,190 

144,752 
66,989 
204, 94? 
337,808 
562,714 
117,936 
126,762 
165,025 

80,316 
142,744 

30,398 


7.351  :  75.034  :  167 


2,115.581 


701  :  -  :  1,215  :  77,898 

35  :  34,540  :  232  :  60,333 

280  :  73,754  :  3,983  :  85,543 

:  R8  690  :  3,956  :  2T2.086 


United  States  Department  of  Commerce. 
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FOREIGN  HEWS  ON  ONIONS 


SPANISH  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Shipments  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  United  States  from  June  1 
to  June  15  amounted  to  3,200  half -cases  and  11,800  crates,  according 
to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureai  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at  Valencia.  These 
onions  are  being  shipped  on  board  the  steamer  "Blair",  which  is 
scheduled  to  arrive  in  ^ew  York  on  June  27.    Quotations  c.i.f.  Hew 
York  at  present  are  $1.08  per  crate  of  38^-  pounds. 

The  aggregate  shipment  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  American  market 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  June  15  anounts  to  282  cases, 
7,540  half -cases  and  40,799  crates,  or  a  total  of  approximately  41,000 
bushels.     Shipments  from  the  beginning  of  the  last  season  up  to  June  15, 
1927  amounted  to  171  cases,  22,654  half-cases  and  60,568  crates,  or 
approximately  73,000  bushels. 
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SPANISH  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  LTITEr_ST*TES 


Shipments  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  United  States  from  June 
15  to  June  19  amounted  to  100  cases,  10,200  half  cases,  and  11,006 
crateS)  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  oi 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards 
at  Valencia.     These  onions  are  being  shipped  on  the  steamer  "San 
Francisco"  due  in  New  York  on  July  2.    Quotations  c.i.f.  New  York 
at  present  are  99  cents  per  crate  of  38§-  pounds. 

The  aggregate  shipment  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  American 
market  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  June  19,  1928, 
amounts  to  382  cases,  17,740  half-cases,  and  51,605  crates,  or 
a  total  of  approximately  61,350  bushels.     Shipments  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  1927-28  season  up  to  June  23,  1927,  amounted  tr 
1,126  cases,  30,855  half-cases,  and  85,709  crates,  ^r  approximately 
104,400  bushels. 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  ONIONS 


SPANISH  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Shipments  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  United  States  from  June  19 
to  June  30  amounted  to  100  cases,  9,740  half  cases,  and  28,254  crates, 
according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at  Valencia. 
These  onions  are  Toeing  shipped  on  the  steamer  "Hellen",  due  in  New  York 
on  July  3,  carrying  100  cases,  5,015  half  cases,  and  10,754  crates,  and 
the  steamer  "Carnia  II",  due  July  11  with  4,725  half  cases  and  17,500 
crates.    Quotations  c.i.f.  New  York  at  present  are  99  cents  per  crate 
of  38^  pounds. 

The  aggregate  shipment  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  American  market 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  June  30,1928,  amounts  to  482 
cases,  27,480  half  cases,  and  80,059  cratos,  or  a  total  of  approximately 
94,640  bushels.    Shipments  from  the  beginning  of  the  1927-28  season  up 
to  June  30,  1927,  amounted  to  1,126  cases,  30,855  half  cases,  and  85,709 
crates,   or  approximately  104,400  bushels. 
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E0H3IGN  NEW S  ON  ONIONS 


.SPANISH  ONION  SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 
Shipments  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  United  States  from  July  1  to 

July  10  amounted  to  6,290  half  cases  and  43,595  crates,  according  to  a 

cable  received  in  the  foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 

Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at  Valencia. 

These  onions  are  "being  shipped  on  the  following  steamers  due  in 

New  York  on  the  dates  mentioned: 

Steamer  Eue  NeT?  York  Half  cases  Crates 

Zeriba                         July  17  1,002  13,182 

Hector                          July  18  —  1,202 

Manuel  Arnus                 July  21  1,011  13,150 

Italy  Maru                    July  22  4,277  16.061 

Total  6,290  43,595 

The  aggregate  shipment  of  Spanish  onions  to  the  American  market 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  late  in  I  lay  to  July  10  amounts  to  482 
cases,  33,770  half  cases,  and  123,654  crates,  or  a  total  of  approximately 
136,000  bushels.     Shipraents  from  the  beginning  of  the  1927-28  season  up 
to  July  11  amounted  to  1,126  cases,  43,804  half  cases,  and  119,777 
crates,  or  approximately  151,000  bushels. 

Spanish  onions  are  still  being  quoted  in  Valencia  at  $0.99  per 
crate  of  3S|  pounds,  c.i.f.  llevr  York. 
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GRANO  QITIOII  PROSPECTS  IN  SPAIN  FOR  1928 

ad  out  the  usual  acreage  has  been  sown  to  grano  onions  in  Spain  this 
year  and  present  prospects  are  that  the  crop  will  be  abundant  and  of  ex- 
cellent quality,  according  to  a  recent  cable  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at 
Valencia.    The  grano  variety  is  the  principal  commercial  onion  grown  in 
Spain  and  constitutes  over  90  per  cent  of  the  Spanish  onions  imported  into 
the  United  States.     The  bulk  of  this  variety  is  grown  in  the  Province  of 
Valencia  where  the  total  onion  crop  last  year  amounted  to  10,596,000  bushels 
of  57  pounds  each  from  22,511  acres  as  compared  with  11,218,000  bushels 
from  23,882  acres  in'L1926.     Host  of  these  onions  consisted  of  the  grano 
variety.    The  other  commercial  variety  is  the  babosa.    This  onion  is  re- 
latively unimportant  in  the  import  trade  of  the  United  States. 

According  to  statistics  issued  by  the  Spanish  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, the  total  production  of  onions  in  the  47  provinces  of  the  Spanish 
peninsula,  the  Balearic  Islands  and  the  Canary  Islands  during  the  year 
1927  amounted  to  20,034,000  bushels  of  57  pounds  each  as  compared  with 
20,326,000  bushels  during  1926.    The  total  area  devoted  to  onions  in  1927 
^as  56,902  acres  as  compared  with  56,989  acres  in  1926.    Onions  are  grown 
to  some  extent  in  nearly  all  sections  of  Spain,  but  commercial  production 
3 s  limited  mainly  to  the  region  known  as  the  Levant.    This  region  is  made 
up  of  the  four  Provinces  of  Valencia,  Alicante,  Caste  lion  and  Murcia. 
Most  of  the  onions  grown  in  the  Levant  are  of  the  grano  variety.  The 
Province  of  Valencia,  which  is  the  center  of  the  Spanish  commercial  onion 
industry,  in  1927  produced  53  per  cent  of  the  entire  Spanish  crop.     In  1926 
Valencia  produced  55  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  babosa  variety,  an  early  onion,  is  relatively  unimportant  in  the 
import  trade  of  the  United  States.     This  variety  is  usually  ready  for  ship- 
ment during  the  last  two  weeks  of  nay.     It  is  a  large,  flat  onion,  white 
in  color,  rather  strong  in  flavor,  and  a  very  poor  keeper.     For  the  latter 
reason  only  relatively  small  quantities  are  sent  to  the  .American  market. 
The  United  Kingdom,  however,  is  an  important  importer  of  the  babosa  varie- 
ty where  it  serves  to  fill  in  the  gap  between  the  end  of  the  Egyptian  crop 
in  May  and  the  beginning  of  the  grano  crop  arcuad  the  end  of  July.  Tne 
grano  onion  is  usually  ready  for  shipment  late  in  July.     This  onion  is 
nearly  spherical  in  shape,   light-yellow  in  color,  mild  flavored  and  a  very 
good  keeper. 
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OKIOiJS:    Area  and  production  in  Spain  during  1926  and  1927 


1926 

1927 

District 

Area 

■  Production 

Area 

!  Production 

Acres 

:  3ushels 

Ac  re  s 

;  Bushels 

Levant: : 

Valencia   

Caste lion   

Mure i a   

23 , 332 
1,256 
1,070 

:  961 

:    11,218,095  : 
:  398,859 
179,273 

:  603.005 

22,511 
:  1,050 
1,223 

996 

,  10,595,616 
:  376,136 
:  245,163 
627 T 151 

Total  Levant^   

All  other  areas,  including' 
the  Balearic  and  the 
Canary  Islands   

27,149 
29 , 840 

12,404,232 
7,922t128  : 

25,780  ' 
31T122 

11,844,066 
8 t 189. 824 

Grand  total    : 

56,989 

20,326,560  ' 

56,902 

-  20,033,390 

Compiled  from  the  "Boletin  de  Agricultura  Tecnica  y  Economica"  of  the 


Spanish  Department  of  Agriculture,  by  Consul  Clecent  S.  Edwards  at 
Valencia,  Spain. 
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ONI  PIT  r~ED  CHOP  IN  CANARY  ISLANDS 

The  onion  seed  crop  of  the  Canary  Islands  for  the  current  year 
is  expected  to  reach  205,000  pounds,  a  crop  fully  erual  to  that  of 
1927,  according  to  a  report  from  Consul  Raleigh  A.  G-ibson  at  Teneriffe, 
dated  June  21.     105,000  pounds  of  the  1928  crop  are  crystal  wax  seed, 
the  "balance  being  yellow  Bermuda.    A  large  amount  of  seed,  principally 
crystal  wax,  will  be  thrown  on  the  open  market  as  much  of  this  seed 
is  not  grown  under  contract,  according  to  Consal  G-ibson.    Exports  during 
1927  were  "84,898  pounds  crystal  wax  seed  and  I0zx?914  yellow  Bermuda. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  is  a  carryover  of  a.bout  20,000  pounds  from 
last  vear1  s  cror> . 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  027  ONIONS 


SPANISH  GRANO  ONION  SHIPMENTS  RUNNING  BEHIND  LAST  YEAR 


Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  so  far 
this  season  have  amounted  to  the  equivalent  of  about  138,000  bushels 
against  191,000  bushels  up  to  the  same  time  last  season,  according  to 
cabled  reports  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at  Valencia. 

Shipments  of  grano  onions  during  the  present  season,  as  reported 
by  Consul  Edwards,  are  shown  in  detail  in  the  following  table: 


Steamer 


Canada  .  

Isarco   

Denmark  Maru 

Hell  en  

Livenza   

Tergestea  .  .  . 
Manual  Arnus 
Total   


Dae  New  Y^rk 


August  19 
August  22 
Augus  t  2U 
fex^tember  3 
September  5 
September  8 
■Sentemb  e  r  9 


Cases 


200 
150 


350 


Half  cases 


2,526 

7,803 
5,000 

7,379 
3,5^3 

3,722 


U2,U7U 


Crates 


3,132 

17.085 
12,0^0 

5,000 

21,089 
19,773 


11^,535 


J' 


In  a  cable  dated  August  31,  Consul  Edwards  stated  that  the  onion 
market  was  good  with  quotations  around  $1.08  per  crate  c.i.f.  New  York, 
duiy  utpaid.     On  August  17  onions  were  quoted  at  cnly  83  cents  per  crate 
c.i.f.,  duty  unpaid,  while  on  August  30  last  year  the  price  ranged  around 
$1.00  per  crate. 

Shipments  of  early  Spanish  onions  to  United  States 

Shipments  of  early  Spanish  unions  (babosa)  to  the  United  States 
during  May,  June  and  July  amounted  to  the  equivalent  of  136,000  bushels 
this  year  as  against  corresponding  shipments  of  about  151,000  bushels  in 
1927.    These  onions  are  relatively  much  less  important  than  the  grano 
onions  in  the  trade  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 
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SPANISH  G-RANO  ONION  SHIPMENTS 

Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  from  late 
in  August  to  September  10  have  amounted  to  UU.66/  half  cases  and  79,908 
crates,  according  to  cabled  reports  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S»  Edwards  at 
Valencia, 

With  these  shipments  the  total  shipments  of  grano  onions  to  the 
American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  grano  season  late  in  July  to 
September  10  amount  to  350  cases,  S7,lHl  half  cases  and  19U,UU3  crates, 
or  approximately  252,000  bushels  as  compared  with  2US,000  bushels  during 
the  corresponding  period  last  season. 

Shipments  of  grano  onions  during  the  present  season,  as  reported  by 
Consul  Edwards,  are  shown  in  detail  in  the  following  table: 


Steamer 

*  Due  New  York 

'  Cases 

*  Half  cases 

•  Crates 

Previous  shipments 

!  September  12 
September  20 
September  21  : 

i  350 

:  U2,1+7U 
:  2,^9U 

9,373 
32,300 

11^,535 
:  ll,237 
2S,l60 

1+0,511 

Total   

350  ! 

87.1^1  : 

l3U,kk3 
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SPAITISK  GRAI'O  GITIOIT  SHIP!  1ST  TS 

Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  from 
September  10  to  September  18  have  amounted  to  18,790  half  cases  and 
62,641  crates,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards 
at  Valencia. 

With  these  shipments  the  total  shipments  of  grano  onions  to  the 
American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  grano  season  late  in  July  to 
September  18  amount  to  350  cases,  105,931  half  cases  and  257,064  crates, 
or  approximately  322,000  bushels  as  compared  with  271,000  bushels  dur- 
ing the  corresponding  period  last  season. 

Shipments  of  grano  onions  during  the  present  season,  as  reported 
by  Consul  Edwards,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Steamer 

\  Due  New  York 

[  Cases 

[  Half  cases 

Crates 

Previous  shipments  ..... 

September  19 
September  29 

350 

67,141 

8,000  : 
10,790  : 

194,443 
18,000 
44,641 

350  : 

105,931  ; 

257,084 

1^  c 
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SPANISH  GRANO  Oil  1 01"  SHIPMENTS 


A  total  of  947  cases,  74,447  half  cases  and  250,763  crates  of 
grano  onions  are  scheduled  to  reach  the  New  York  market  from  Spain  during 
the  week  ending  October  7,  according  to  a  cable  just  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul 
Clement  S.  Ed.vards  at  Valencia.    This  represents  an  aggregate  of  ^ap-^ 
proximately  231,000  bushels  and,  if  shipments  arrive  as  indicated,  will 
undoubtedly  constitute  one  of  the  largest  quantities  of  Spanish  onions 
reaching  the  New  York  market  within  the  period  of  one  week. 

With  these  shipments  the  total  movement  of  grano  onions  to  the 
American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  grano  onion  season  late  in 
July  to  September  28  amount  to  1,297  cases,  180,378  half-cases  and 
507,847  crates,  or  approximately  603,000  bushels.    Shipments  during  the 
corresponding  periof  last  year  amounted  to  1,059  cases,  85,367  na In- 
cases and  251,410  crates,  or  approxiirately  293,000  bushels. 

Shipments  of  grano  onions  during  the  current  season,  as  reported 
by  Consul  Edwards,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Steamer 

/■ 

'  Due  New 

York 

Cases 

Half  cases 

Crates 

•  350 

!  105,931 

.  257,084 

1 

8,400 

21,555 

2  : 

3,712  : 

35,111 

4 

947  : 

16,671 

45,645 

6 

6,899  : 

97,341 

7 

18,765  : 

51,111 

7 

20.000 

20.000 

.  1,297  ; 

160,578  : 

507,847 

0 
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SPANISH  GRANO  ONION  SEIPISNTS 

Shipments  cf  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States 
from  September  30  to  October  15  amounted  to  250  cases,  24,169  half 
cases  and  117,723  crates,  according  to  a  cable  just  received  in 
the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from 
Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at  Valencia.    With  these  shipments  the 
total  movement  of  grano  onions  to  the  American  market  from  the 
beginning  of  the  season  late  in  July  to  October  15  amounted  to  1,747 
cases,  235,073  half  cases,  and  567,672  crates,  or  approximately 
714,000  bushels  as  compared  with  340,000  bushels  during  the  corres- 
ponding period  last  season. 

The  aggregate  shipments  for  the  season  to  date  as  given  above 
represent  a  revision  in  the  statistics  reported  by  the  Bureau  under 
date  of  September  29  in  which  Consul  Edwards  gave  the  scheduled 
arrivals  in  New  York  for  the  week  ending  October  7.    The  figures 
that  were  changed  are  those  for  the  steamer  Kofuku  Varu  which  was 
scheduled  to  arrive  in  New  York  on  October  6. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  shipments  of  granc  onions 
to  the  American  market  as  reported  to  date: 


Steamer  : 

Due 

Cases  : 

Half  cases  : 

Crates 

New  York  [ 

Previous  shipments  : 

:     350  : 

105,931  : 

257,064 

October  1 

6,400  : 

21,555 

2 

:          3,712  • 

35,111 

:        "         4  . 

.  947 

:        16,671  • 

45,645 

:         "  6 

:  200 

37,405  • 

:  39,643 

t         "  7 

:  18,755 

:  31,111 

:        "  7 

205000 

:  20,000 

:        "  18 

;  4,015 

i  16,539 

;        »  20 

:  250 

:  7,350 

:  1,805 

Manuel  irnus  ..... 

:        "  23 

:  9,703 

;  57,036 

:        "  30 

3T121 

42 , 343 

il.747 

:  235.073 

:       56  ,  ,  •'  72 

0- 
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SPANISH  GRAUC  ONION  SHIPXNTS 

Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  from 
October  15  to  October  31,  1926,  amounted  to  130  cases,  5,160  half  cases, 
and  14,354  crates,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards 
at  Valencia. 

With  these  shipments,  total  movement  of  grano  onions  to  the  Amer- 
ican market  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  late  in  July  to  October  31 
amounted  to  1,37?  cases,  240,253  half  cases  and  562,226  crates,  or  approx 
imately  731,000  bushels  as  compared  with  394, COO  bushels  during  the 
corresponding  period  last  season. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  shipments  of  grano  onions  to 
the  American  market  as  reported  to  date: 


Steamer 

:  Due 
:  New  York 

Cases 

Half  cases 

Crates 

Previous  shipments  ,.■ 

1,747 

130 

:  235,073 
\  572 
:  4.6C8 

567,872 
4,296 
10.C58 

Capetown  I.Iaru  j 

November  8 

1,877  ; 

240,253  : 

582,226 

0 
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SPANISH  GRANO  ONION  SHIPMENTS 


Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  from 
October  31  to  November  14,  1926,  amounted  to  30,691  half-cases  and 
55,349  crates,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at 
Valencia. 

With  these  shipments  the  total  movement  of  grano  onions  to  the 
American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  late  in  July  to  November 
14  amounted  to  1,677  cases, . 220,944  half-cases,  and  637,575  crates,  or 
approximately  610,000  bushels,  compared  with  479,000  bushels  during  the 
corresponding  period  last  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  shipments  of  grano  onions  to 
the  American  market  as  reported  to  date: 


Steamer 

:  Due  New  York 

:  Cases 

:  Half  cases 

:  Crates 

Previous  shipments  . 

;  1,877 

:  240,253 

:  582,226 

:  November  17 

:  1,120 

:  7,564 

:  November  18  ■ 

:  3,000 

:  6,000 

:  November  25  : 

:  9,435 

:  25,560 

:  November  27 

:  17,136 

16,225 

Total  this  season 

to 

1,877 

.  270,944 

:  637,575 

Total  last  season 

to 

* 

*  i 

1,459  ; 

159,639  : 

377,196 

Eote:  A  case  is  equivalent  to  2.32  bushels;  a  half-case  to  1.16  bushels, 
and  a  crate  to  0.77  bushels. 
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Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  SpajpH^Ttne  United  States  from 
November  14  to  November  24,  1928,.  amotfateT  to  500  cases,  7,351  half- 
cases,  and  5,580  crates,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural:  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S, 
Edwards  at  Valencia. 


vTith  these  shipments  the  total  movement  of  grano  onions  to  the 
American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  late  in  July  to  November 
24  amounted  to  2,377  cases, .  278,625  half-cases,  and  643,255  crates,  or 
approximately  824,000  bushels, ,  compared  with  495,000  bushels  during  the 
corresponding  period  last  year. 

Consul  Edwards  reports  that  the  market  for  onions  is  somewhat 
weaker,  the  price  being  about  93  cents  per  crate  c.i.f.  New  York,  as 
compared  with  about  97  cents  per  crate  during  the  past  month. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  shipments  of  grano  onions 
to  the  American  market  as  reported  to  date. 


Steamer 

.Due  New  York 

i  Cases 

.  Half-cases 

:  Crates 

Previous  shipments  .... 

1,377 
500 

270,944 
7.861 

:  637,575 
:  5.680 

Total  this  season  to  , 

2,577  ; 
1,759  : 

278,625 
-   169 , 503  : 

643,255 
382,617 

Total  last  season  to  : 

Note:  A  case  is  equivalent  to  2.32  bushels;  a  half-case  to  1.16  bushels, 
and  a  crate  to  0.77  bushels. 
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SPANISH  G-EANO  ONION  SHIPMENTS 


Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  from 
November  24  to  December  6,  1926,  amounted  to  550  cases,  24,306  half 
cases  and  16,243  crates,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S. 
Edwards  at  Valencia. 

With  these  shipments  the  total  movement  of  grano  onions  to  the 
American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  late  in  July  to 
December  6  amounted  to  2,927  cases,  303,611  half  cases  and  659,498 
crates,  or  approximately  367,000  bushels,  as  compared  with  513,000 
bushels  during  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  shipments  of  grano  onions 
to  the  American  market  as  reported  to  date: 


Steamer 

Due  New  York 

:  Cases 

.  Half  cases 

'  Crates 

December  16 
December  IS 

:  2,377 

;  550 

278 , 805 
:  21,194 
3,612 

;  643,255 
15,168 
1.075 

Total  this  season  to 
Total  last  season  to 

.     2 , 927 
2,059 

303,611 
!  172,003 

659,498 
400,730 

Note:  A  case  is  equivalent  to  2-32  bushels;  a  half-case  to  1.16  bushels 
and  a  crate. ;to  0.77  bushels. 
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SPANISH  GFAITO  ONION  SHIPMRTT^S 


Shipments  of  grano  onions  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  from 
December  6  to  December  19,  1926,  amounted  to  6,502  half-cases  and  10  162 
crates,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Clement  S.  Edwards  at  Valencia. 

With  these  shipments  the  total  movement  of  grano  onions  to  the 
American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  late  in  July  to  December 
19  amountea  to  2,927  cases,  310,113  half-cases,  and  669,660  crates,  or 
approximately  862,000  bushels,  as  compared  with  556,000  bushels  curing 
the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  shipments  of  grano  onions  to 
the  American  market  as  reported  to  date: 


Steamer 


Previous  shipments  ... 

Savoie  

Total  this  season  to 

December  19   , 

Total  last  season  to 
December  20   , 


Dje  New  York 


December  2  7 


:  Cases 

:  Half-cases 

:  Crates 

:  2,927 

'  303(,611 

:  659,496 

6.502 

10.162 

:  2,927 

:      310,113  ; 

669,660 

:     2,347  : 

211,069  : 

339,960 

and  a  crate  to  0.77  bushels. 
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